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as bad a state as myself, having been carried bodily to the
barge, wholly incapable of walking or using their limbs.
At noon I got into my boat, and rowed up to my father's,
but did not recover from this debauch for several days,
and was in sad disgrace at home on account of it.

My propensity for the frequenting of public places of
entertainment increased monthly, and, if possible, I became
more idle and inattentive in the prosecution of my school
duties than ever. This my father easily discovered from
my inability to answer the questions he put to me on the
subject of the authors I ought to have been reading. Upon
finding me altogether ignorant of what I should have been
perfect in, he remonstrated, upbraided, coaxed, threatened,
in short did everything that a fond parent could, to induce
more attention to what, as he truly observed, was intended
solely for my own advantage, and although I felt the force
of his remarks, it was all in vain. He then stopped my
weekly allowance, hoping that might have some effect,
instead of which it only set my wits to work in what
manner to raise cash. At last my idleness, dissipation,
and neglect of the school exercises drew upon me the cen-
sure of Dr. Markham, who finding his repeated lectures
and repeated floggings equally unavailing, told my father,
whose intentions relative to me he was well acquainted
with, that it was in vain to think of making me a classical
scholar, and that he had better adopt some other line
than that of a learned one. Whatever cause I may have
to regret this determined inattention and idleness, whereby
the plan suggested by my fond and indulgent parent was
entirely frustrated, clearly I have been the author of my
own misfortune, and can blame no other than myself.
My father, upon Dr. Markham's representation, reluctantly
abandoned all hopes of seeing me shine as a lawyer, and at
the end of the year 1763 I was therefore taken from West-
minster School, most deservedly in high disgrace.

Shortly before my leaving school a melancholy accident
happened, which made a strong impression upon all our young
minds, and which from its being attended with uncommonly